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Figure 2: 

Values of Ethical CECR


In CECR, I 
value… 

Which is… ; Because… In Practice

Discernment Wise understanding and 
evaluation; Real-time 
observation and decision-
making based on those 
observations can help prevent 
harm and support generation, 
justice, and belonging.

Discernment looks like recognizing patterns 
and cultural cues from participants and other 
community members involved in a research 
site. For example, discernment might involve 
‘reading the room’ and participant body 
language to determine when to stick with a 
question or wrap up a conversation.

Flexibility The ability to accommodate 
change without losing 
integrity; Responsive research 
means that we learn as we do, 
and can adjust as needed 
without compromising the 
quality of process or product.

Planning ahead for flexibility may require 
drafting multiple options for IRB approval 
ahead of time or developing addendums to 
address the need for changes in data 
collection. Another way flexibility might also 
show up could be as interview scripts with 
layered or open-ended questions.

Transparency Open and honest 
communication on the 
project’s purpose, methods, 
and data; Approaching data 
collection and creation as a 
collaboration requires all 
parties share access and 
communicate with integrity.

Although transparency may seem as simple as 
sharing notes, it may also need to include 
communication and education about how to 
read or interpret data as well. Another 
example might be explaining how an analysis 
was conducted to determine the finding.

Reciprocity The spirit and practice of 
mutual exchange; researchers 
and participants are partners 
who rely on each others’ 
unique skills and expertise to 
create and share new 
knowledge.

More than just the practicality of exchange, 
the spirit of exchange requires an 
understanding of respect, humility, dignity, 
and partnership. For example, although a 
researcher may have skills in research, 
without collaborating participants’ expertise, 
there is no data for the researcher to observe!
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Contextuality Understanding historical, 
cultural and social 
situatedness and fluidity, as 
well as the implications for 
knowledge-production; We all 
exist in the context of all that 
is around us and has come 
before us, and as critically 
engaged researchers, our 
efforts are to influence that 
context for the better.

The more we understand contextuality, the 
more likely we are to produce effective and 
meaningful research in collaboration with our 
communities. For example, we are better able 
to use culturally responsive practices in the 
process of producing research and sharing 
relevant and actionable findings. 

Critical 
Iteration

An ongoing cycle of learning, 
revising our practice, and 
developing better practices; 
The work of knowledge 
creation is never completed, 
just as our abilities and 
orientations can continually 
improve. 

Our goal, as researchers, should be to do the 
best we can with the knowledge that our 
practices are ever-evolving. In practice, this 
means we may need to revisit or amend our 
own work. A growth-orientation means that 
we can expect and invite collaboration, 
critique and co-creation as part of creating a 
better community of researchers.


