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Figure 1:
Taxonomy of Research Practices and Considerations to Improve Ethics and Accountability
Led By Practice Research Stage | Efficacy & Accuracy | Challenges &
Considerations
Institution | Institutional Planning, Whole | Safeguards against Reactive; Static;
Review Board | Project egregious harms; Incomplete; May be
Provides legal Devoid of Project-
protections; Board specific Context
may provide multiple | (e.g., Place, Culture)
perspectives; Updated
Informed consent
best practices
Organizational | Planning, Whole | Safeguards against Reactive; Static;
Policies (from | Project egregious harms; May focus on Org
Research Site) Provides legal over people and
perspective from planet
organization itself
Funding Planning, Whole | Safeguards against Reactive; Static;
criteria & Project egregious harms; May be beholden to
Report Provides legal funders/external
guidelines protections; Adds organization’s goals
(from goal- and action- rather than people
Sponsoring orientation and planet
Organizations)
Researcher | Ethics Planning Produces working Standardized
Training (e.g., and practical ethical | approaches may not
CITI) foundations; Builds | support project-

common language,
standards and
expectations for
researchers

specific context or
emergent concerns/
needs
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Positionality
Statement

Data Collection,
Data
Interpretation,
Reporting
Findings

Encourages critical
self-reflection;
Complicates single
narratives by
providing additional
context

Static; Often overly
isolated from data
collection, or
interpretation; May
be essentialist or
read as ‘virtue-
signaling’; Requires
researcher
disposition and skill

exploitative or
extractive methods of
research by allowing
for flexibility and
choice

Desire-based | Data Collection, | Promotes positive, May not fully
Narrative, Data strengths-based support robust
Appreciative | Interpretation, framing; Explicitly critique of
Inquiry Reporting encourages subjective | oppressive systems
Findings and prescriptive
research frameworks;
Supports emergent
and flexible values
and practices
Active Data Collection, | Responsive and Requires additional
Reflexivity Data emergent; flexible rigor and time;
Interpretation, Requires researcher
Whole Project disposition and
skill; Still gaining
popularity and
acceptance
Multimodal Data Collection, | May help to Not necessarily
Inquiry Whole Project destabilize ethical by definition,

as inquiry methods
selected may be
inappropriate or
harmful
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Collaborative | Data Collection | Encourages real-time | May require the
and/or accountability and additional labor of
Transparent allows for correction | internal use memos
Data as an embedded part | for researcher as
Collection of the process; May | well; May slow
boost feelings of down process,
ownership and trust | especially when
group is large or not
unified
Participatory [ Whole Project [ Includes a wide range | Adopting or
Action of practices and hybridizing
Research orientations to center | elements of PAR
(PAR) Design participants in every | requires researcher
& Principles stage of research skill and expertise;
funders or
governing bodies
may reject
participant
ownership of
process and product
Elite Un/ethics | Data Centering justice and | May harm
Interpretation, equity rather than participants; Likely
Findings participant power, un/ | to reduce researcher
ethics involves access to elite
researcher discretion | communities; May
in analysis and not result in positive
reporting action
Elite Interpretation, Honors dignity of all | May fail to hold
Theorizing Findings people; Preserves power accountable
relationship and in the short-term;
access; May improve | May reduce
long-term research accuracy in data and
field findings
Participant | Predetermined | Data Collection [ Encourages May complicate
Data participant data in ways that are

ownership; Supports
boundary-setting

hard to predict




Toward a Taxonomy of Ethical Research Practices for Critically Engaged Community Research...

Member- Data Collection, | Supports Participants may
Checking Data | Data accountability and dislike accurate data
Interpretation accuracy of data; and attempt to
Encourages silence negative
ownership of product | portrayal (especially
those with power);
Requires additional
time and education
for process
Emic/ Etic Data Collection, | Encourages Implications of
Status Data participants to reflect | status are varied and
Interpretation, on research/er and context-specific; No
Reporting promotes reciprocity | defined process for
Findings evaluating status
Collaborative | Data Promotes participant | Requires additional
Interpretation | Interpretation, ownership of both time and facilitation
Reporting data and findings;
Findings Improves relevance
and accuracy for
action steps
Refusal Reporting Respects individual [ May limit or alter
Findings; Whole | and community the impact of the
Project sovereignty findings;
Discouraged by
funders and the
academy




